i # 
Victoria’S, st = Publ 


cei Nos 


i 

we * 
=. 
- ‘ 


FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


Feature 
Articles 


Newsrail 


Vol. 18 No. 5 May 1990 


Wheat Trains and Safeworking — 
The Balmoral Line in the Twenties 


Remote Railheads 


The Port of Wahgunyah 
Commissioners Visit 1935 


Photo 
Feature 


General News 
Operations 
Rollingstock 


Regular 
Features 


EDITORS 


News Editor: Peter Clymo, 
26 Barrell Street, Eaglehawk, 3556. 


Articles Editor: Hugo van den Berghe, 
7/136 Yarra Street, Abbotsford, 3067. 


Layout/Production Editor: Frank Cross, 
25 Harwell Road, Ferntree Gully, 3156. 


Pictorial Assistant: Bryce Leydon, 
C/- PO Box 521, Belgrave, 3160. 


Advertising: Box 5177AA, GPO Melbourne, 3001. 
Assistants: John Dare, Sid Brown and Denys Potts. 


Newsrail wishes to thank the people and organisations who 
contributed to this month’s issue. 

S Andrews, R Ashworth, I Breydon, W Doubleday, A Foote, 
P Foote, D Foun, I Green, D Knowles, S Molloy, D Overton, 
G Payne, W Pearce, C Phillips, C Ramsay, I Stanley, 
G Triplett, M Wilson, Camperdown Railway Society, Age, 
Ballarat Courier and V/Line Update. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR NON-MEMBERS 
Mailed flat, with supplements not provided with across- 

the-counter copies. 

May - April — $34 

November - April — $18 
All subscriptions expire with the April issue. Write to ARHS 
Membership Officer, Box 5177AA, GPO Melbourne 3001, for 
subscriptions and details of membership, monthly meetings 
and activities. 
Newsrail is published by the Australian Railway Historical 
Society Victorian Division and details Victorian railway 
happenings and related items. Opinions expressed in 
Newsrail are not necessarily those of the ARHS or of its 
members. 
ISSN 0 310-7477. 
Closing date for News, Articles and Photographs: 
lst of each month. 


COPYRIGHT: All material and illustrations in this magazine 
remain the copyright of the author and publisher. 


They may not be reproduced wholly or in part without the 
written permission of the author and the publisher. 


Front cover: 8171 hauls the down /ntercapital Daylight past Seymour Loop on Wed.7.2.90. (Bryce Leydon) 


Opposite: 8180-C504 emerge from Bunbury Street tunnel at Footscray with the 15 45 down Albury goods on 
Sun.19.11.89. (John Dare) 


MAY 1990 


131 


Wheat Trains and Safeworking — 


The Balmoral Line in the Twenties 


Studies of old working timetables and similar esoteria 
show that in the 1920s the three staff and ticket sections 
between Horsham and Hamilton appear to have been 
adequate for the three return mixed trains each way a 
week to and from Balmoral. On the other hand, there is 
a footnote in some WTTs that ‘Toolondo, Kanagulk, 
Vasey and Cavendish are established as staff and ticket 
stations when required and when published’. It always 
seemed to me that there must have been a lot of traffic 
to justify an increase from two to six staff stations in a 
distance of 91% miles, but special train notices were 
elusive. However, I was made a present recently of 
some copies of S circulars for this line, and they caused 
a flurry of interest and research. Some of the results are 
set down here. 

The through railway from Horsham to Hamilton 
came into being piecemeal. The line to Noradjuha had 
been in use since 1887 and the branch line from (East) 
Natimuk to Goroke since 1894. 


JACK McLEAN 


The Act of 1909 authorised a line to be built south- 
wards from Noradjuha to Toolondo; it was opened on 
24.9.1912. The Act of 1912 authorised a line to be built 
northwards from Hamilton to Cavendish; it was 
opened on 1.11.1915. The Act of 1914 authorised a line 
to be built to bridge the gap; it was opened in three 
sections: Toolondo to Kanagulk on 18.12.1917, Kana- 
gulk to Balmoral on 19.6.1919 and the remainder, 
Cavendish to Balmoral, on 19.11.1920. It seems that 
work had been stopped on the Cavendish - Balmoral 
section during World War 1, and I am told that some 
rails and sleepers were removed for more urgent use 
elsewhere. 

Generally, in the twenties, a typical staff station on 
such a line would have a crossing loop and a goods loop 
in addition to the main line, or platform road. The 
main line points would be plunger locked and there 
would be a home signal in each direction worked from 
a lever on the platform, with the signal wire detecting 
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the plunger lock and the lie of the points. Intermediate 
sidings would be staff locked, the key being either the 
staff for the section or a master key carried by a train 
travelling on a staff ticket. Occasionally such sidings 
would be opened as staff stations to cross trains, and 
then the signalman would have a master key to unlock 
the main line points and he would use detonators and 
hand signals in the absence of fixed signals. Terminal 
stations would have similar tracks, with a home arrival 
signal and a plunger lock, although occasionally they 
too would be staff locked and/or unsignalled. 

As the two lines advanced from the north and from 
the south until they met in 1920, termini were opened 
as staff stations and then closed as staff stations when 
they became through stations. This can be seen in the 
historiogram, which sets out in graph form the signall- 
ing and safeworking arrangements as they were made 
and terminated during the period under discussion. It 
starts in 1912 when the line was in operation as far as 
Noradjuha and finishes in 1926, just before train sec- 
tion orders replaced the staff and ticket. Stations are 
shown as double horizontal lines when they are open 
as staff stations; stations not staff stations are shown by 
single horizontal lines. 

In early 1912, the two lines to Noradjuha and to 
Goroke were worked as one staff section, generally 
without staff tickets. Usually trains on their way to or 
from Goroke made side trips to Noradjuha. After the 
line was extended south from Noradjuha to Toolondo, 
on 24.9.1912, the 17 miles from East Natimuk must 
have been considered too long to be worked as part of 
the Goroke line. Indeed there were times when there 
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HORSHAM-BALMORAL-HAMILTON LINE. 


HORSHAM TO HAMILTON. 


STATIONS. 
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HORSHAM FW 


DOWN. 
East Natimukt  ... 


up. 
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Kyup NC s i 
Kanawalla NC... ie me 
HAMILTON + WC os arr. 


‘Toolondo, Kanagulk, Vasey and Cavendish are established as Staff and Ticket stations whew 
required, and pablished. 


Norz.—The Mail Tricycle Motorman must be informed of any special trains running, and train 
crews of tho specials also advised of the Motor Mail Tricycle Service. 
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were trains to and from Toolondo connecting at East 
Natimuk with trains to or from Goroke. So, East Nat- 
imuk had to be open as a staff station working with 
Horsham, Goroke and Toolondo, and staff tickets 
were once again considered normal. This occurrence is 
shown on the historiogram by the single horizontal 
line for East Natimuk becoming double just to the left 
of the 1913 vertical time line. As Noradjuha ceased to 
be a staff station on the same date, the double horizon- 
tal line for Noradjuha becomes a single line at the same 
time point. 

I will refer later to the fact that in 1920, all mention of 
‘up’ and ‘down’ for places between East Natimuk and 
Balmoral was reversed; because of this, I have had to 
describe such items not only as up and down when 
they are referred to for before 1920, but also as north- 
bound and southbound. On 11.12.1912, a down (south- 
bound) home signal and a staff lock were provided at 
Toolondo. The staff lock was replaced by a plunger 
lock on 15.11.1916. On 9.8.1917, an up (northbound) 
home signal and a plunger lock were installed to pro- 
tect the station against work trains on the line under 
construction towards Kanagulk. When the line was 
opened to Kanagulk on 18.12.1917, the home signals at 
Toolondo were crossed and the plunger locks replaced 
by staff locks. Toolondo was closed as a staff station 
and the staff and ticket section became East Natimuk - 
Kanagulk. A down (southbound) home signal and a 
plunger lock were installed at Kanagulk. 

When the line was being constructed towards Bal- 
moral, an up (northbound) home signal WAS NOT 
provided at Kanagulk, although I cannot see a reason 
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for its absence. When the line was opened to Balmoral 
on 19.6.1919, Kanagulk, too, was closed as a staff and 
ticket station and the section was lengthened to East 
Natimuk - Balmoral. The down (southbound) home 
signal was removed from Kanagulk on 8.10.1919. Fora 
time the facing points at Balmoral were staff locked, 
and there was no home signal. Then, on 8.10.1919, the 
main line points at BOTH ends of Balmoral were 
plunger locked and two home signals were provided, 
one of them possibly coming from Kanagulk. The up 
(northbound) home signal was used in connection 
with work trains working southwards on the new line 
to Cavendish. 

In the meantime, the line from Hamilton to Cavend- 
ish had been opened on 1.11.1915 as one staff and 
ticket section. At Cavendish there was a down (north- 
bound) home signal with a plunger lock on the main 
line points. On 2.9.1919, an up (southbound) home sig- 
nal and plunger lock were provided in connection with 
work trains working northwards towards Balmoral. 
When the line was opened to Balmoral on 19.11.1920, 
Cavendish was closed as a staff station, and the staff 
and ticket section became Hamilton - Balmoral, but 
the signals and plunger locks at Cavendish remained. I 
would like to know where the equivalent of a ‘Golden 
Spike’ ceremony was held. 

From 19.11.1920, all references to items being up 
and down on the line between East Natimuk and Bal- 
moral were reversed. Weekly Notice 47 of 1920 catalo- 
gues the events and lists the facilities at stations be- 
tween Cavendish and Balmoral, giving mileages both 
via Horsham and via Hamilton. According to Weekly 
Notice 51 of 1920, there was a circular A2768/20 issued 
on 13.12.1920 regarding the ‘Hamilton - Balmoral - 
Natimuk (sic) Line. Mileposts Down and Up Reading’, 
but a copy hasn’t turned up yet, The physical exchange 
of mileposts must have been an interesting exercise. 
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For the new through 1920 mileages, which were mea- 
sured via Hamilton, posts 197 to 238 were already 
there, posts 239 to 253 might have come second-hand 
from old mileages Toolondo to Balmoral, posts 254 to 
275 must have been new and the old posts 218 to 239 
(East Natimuk to Toolondo) were redundant. So much 
for mileposts; I wonder if some perceptive ‘blocko’ 
remembered to change over the books of staff tickets. 


By November 1920 World War 1 had been over for a 
couple of years and for some time shipping had been 
available for the shipment of grain from Portland over- 
seas. For wheat grown or stacked north or west of Hor- 
sham the new through line via Balmoral reduced the 
distance to Portland by 47 miles. The 1922 Working 
Timetable shows that in the ‘off season there were 
three return trips each week to Horsham on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, and three return trips each 
week to Hamilton on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Satur- 
days. The completion of the north-south connection 
also enabled wheat to start moving almost immedia- 
tely. Weekly Notice 9, issued on 1.3.1921, shows that 
Cavendish and Kanagulk were opened as staff and 
ticket stations, and a week later Weekly Notice 10 shows 
that Vasey and Toolondo were opened in addition. 
They were obviously needed to cope with the two daily 
return wheat trains Hamilton - Kanagulk, and the two 
daily return wheat trains Hamilton - Horsham. The 
sections then were Horsham - East Natimuk -Tool- 
ondo - Kanagulk - Balmoral - Vasey - Cavendish - 
Hamilton. Some time around June, 1921, all four were 
closed as staff stations and the off-season sections 
reverted to. 


It must have been obvious from the experience of 
the first wheat season that the three unsignalled staff 
locked staff stations at Toolondo, Kanagulk and Vasey 
needed better facilities. Vasey at least had no crossing 
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loop. As a result, home signals and plunger locks were 
provided at Kanagulk and Vasey on 5.5.1921, and at 
Toolondo some time in February, 1922. The crossing 
loop at Vasey probably dated from 5.5.1921, as well. 
Trains of empties were running with the engine tender 
first from Hamilton to Kanagulk as there was as yet no 
turntable between Hamilton and Horsham. 

For the wheat season of 1922, Cavendish and Kana- 
gulk were opened as staff stations on 31.1.1922, and 
they were followed by Toolondo and Vasey on 
7.2.1922. The wheat train service was announced in the 
circular $518/22, which has been copied here as well as 
being shown in graph form. The references at the foot 
of this circular to a load of 460 tons Horsham to East 
Natimuk and 720 tons Noradjuha to Kanagulk indicate 
that these trains were hauled by Dd class engines, 
which were regarded as 100% engines in the book 
Loads of Goods Trains 1926. The Balmoral line pages of 
this book are shown here. You will note that the 
maximum permissible load of 720 tons Noradjuha to 
Kanagulk had to be reduced to 270 tons Kanagulk to 
Balmoral because of the 1 in 50 grades through the 
valley of the Glenelg River. A fully loaded train arriving 
at Kanagulk would have had to be re-marshalled into at 
least two trains before continuing the southward 
journey. 

We find in the circular $518/22 that there were twice 
the number of wheat trains Kanagulk to Hamilton as 
there were Horsham to Hamilton. The re-marshalling 
of wheat trains at Kanagulk necessitated a third loop 
road there in addition to the crossing loop and the 
goods loop, and it was provided at least by February, 
1922. 

More or less in the middle of the 1922 wheat season, 
there was a different kind of special train — the ‘Port- 


land Seaside Train’. It was mentioned in the circular 
A2567/21 and this gave details of the passenger arran- 
gements. On Saturdays 14 and 28 January 1922 a 
special train (it didn’t specify whether it was passenger 
or mixed) was to run on the comparatively new line. It 
was to leave Horsham at 11 50 after connecting with the 
06 00 mixed ex Serviceton, due at 11 41. The running 
time for a non-stopping mixed Horsham to Hamilton 
was then 257 minutes, to which had to be added 33 
minutes engine requirements at Jallumba, Balmoral 
and Cavendish. This would make the arrival time of 
the special at Hamilton 16 49. There it was to connect 
with the Ararat - Portland mixed, due out at 16 55 and 
due in at Portland at 19 50. On the return journey, pas- 
sengers could leave Portland at 08 30 on the following 
Monday’s mixed, arriving at Hamilton at 11 52 and 
connecting with the northbound special leaving at, say, 
12 10. The 286 minutes for the northbound journey 
would put the special into Horsham at 17 14, where it 
would connect with the 17 20 departure for Serviceton. 

I suppose that if you lived at Tarranginnie in 1922 
you might have thought that a 12 hour journey by 
mixed train on the Saturday and a 12 hour journey 
home on the Monday might have made worthwhile a 
Sunday on the beach at Portland in your neck-to-knees 
bathers. If not, you could have returned any time in the 
following month, for which a break of journey was per- 
mitted at Balmoral; in fact, with only the regular mixed 
trains on which to travel, the break of journey at Bal- 
moral was unavoidable. 

On the two dates shown, the service.was being run 
‘on trial’, and at that time, in January, the season’s 
wheat trains might not have started running. The trial 
must have been successful as a third excursion was run 
on the weekend of Saturday 25 February. By this time 
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HORSHAM - BALMORAJ, - HAMILTON - NORTH PORTLAND 


3518/22 


Commencing on Wednesday next 8th inst. and until further notice 
S 349/22 ig cancelled, and instead the undermentioned gocda trains 
will run daily for the purpose of conveying wheat to Nth.Portlands- 
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the four wheat trains each way were probably running 
and it is interesting to trace a rough path for the seaside 
special through the paths of the wheat trains of S518/22 
shown on the graph. 

The four staff stations were closed some time in 
June, 1922, although the closure was not advertised in 


the Weekly Notice, nor was their opening some time in 
January, 1923. Before they were closed some time in 
March, 1923, the 53 foot turntable was erected at Kana- 
gulk. The four staff stations were notified as opening in 
January, 1925 and closing in May, 1925, but nothing 
was notified in the Weekly Notice for them in either 
1924 or 1926. I was inclined at first to think that these 
may have been poor years for wheat production, but 
my agronomic advisers (from Moutajup and Berriwil- 
lock) have assured me that they were not. Figures for 
the Wimmera show that there was production every 
year from 1920 to 1926 of at least 13 million bushells, 
and I have concluded that there must have been sev- 
eral occasions when the notification of some of these 
events was given in A circulars which have not sur- 
vived, with the notification not being repeated in the 
Weekly Notices. 


Around February 1927, the change was made from 
staff and ticket to train section orders. Under the latter, 
the station masters at, say, Balmoral and Hamilton 
could have arranged crossings of trains at Cavendish 
and at Vasey without much preparation. In my working 
timetable of 21.10.1929 there are a number of condi- 
tional trains shown as crossing at Kanagulk, Vasey and 
Cavendish. 


While the line was worked by train section orders, 
the line had another unusual visitor. Because of a 
derailment at Murtoa on 26 July, 1933, both the down 
and the up Adelaide Expresses were diverted via Hamil- 
ton and Balmoral, and they apparently crossed on that 
occasion at Horsham. This was written up in an article 
in the Australian Railway Enthusiast for June, 1985. 


Staff and ticket was re-introduced between Hor- 
sham and East Natimuk on 27.4.1939, and between 
East Natimuk and Hamilton on 9.11.1934. The two 
staff and ticket stations East Natimuk and Balmoral 
remained until the line was closed between Noradjuha 
and Hamilton around March, 1983, and from East 
Natimuk to Noradjuha on 8.12.1986. 

The Commissioner’s Reports for the twenties listed 
stations at which more than 30,000 bags of wheat were 
loaded in each of the years. Almost all of the stations 
north and west of Horsham to Serviceton and to Yanac 
and Yaapeet were in these lists, as well as Remlaw, 
Vectis, Natimuk and Goroke, but no stations on the 
through line were mentioned. In other words, most of 
the extra trains and the special signalling and safework- 
ing arrangements which enabled them to run, were 
provided for wheat which was grown elsewhere. 


Suggested times of Portland Seaside Special 


Horsham dep 11-50 
PM 

East Natimuk dep 12-26 
Jallumba arr 12-59 

dep 1211 
Toolondo dep 1-23 Meet H1 
Kanagulk dep 1-58 
Balmoral arr 2-23 K3 wait 

dep 2-38 H2 to follow 
Vasey dep 3-12 Meet H3 
Cavendish arr 4-01 

dep 4.09 
Hamilton arr 4-kQ Meet No 1 Mixed 


PM 

Hamilton dep 12-20 Follow K3 
Cavendish arr 1-01 

dep 1-09 Meet K2 
Vasey dep 2-01 
Balmoral arr 2-35 Follow K3 

dep 2-50 H2 wait 
Kanagulk dep 3-13 Meet K4 
Toolondo dep 3-40 
Jallumba arr 3-51 

dep 3-59 
East Natimuk dep 431 HE wait 


Horsham arr 5-06 Meet N1 Mixed 
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Remote Railheads 


The wheatland lines stretching north from Korong 
Vale to Kulwin and Robinvale and west from Ouyen to 
Pinnaroo service some of Victoria’s more distant 
towns and villages where grain farmers battle climatic 
extremes and sandy soils to fill the wheat silos which so 
dominate the skyline in this monotonously flat region. 
Irecently spent three days exploring these lines, where 
in times past railmotors chugged daily and most sta- 
tions boasted not only buildings but also caretakers. 

Day 1 (14.3.90) was devoted to the Robinvale line, 
after an 04 00 departure from Young, New South 
Wales. After arriving at Boort a little after noon I 
threaded my way down a succession of main and back 
roads to reach the terminus by 17 00. Apart from track 
maintenance machinery at Waitchie and Chinkapook 
the only traffic noted was at Boort, where two GYs of 
superphosphate kept RT 14 company. Station buildings 
still exist in their original form at Boort, Quambatook, 
Manangatang and Robinvale, while Ultima boasts a 
new ‘toilet block’ type of structure. Robinvale appears 
to be a prosperous town with a thriving fruit industry, 
but as the condition of track in the yard suggests, rail 
has derived no benefit from the enormous local grape 
production. 

The Mallee sun was just breasting the horizon as I 
headed towards Pinnaroo out of Ouyen to commence 
Day 2. Despite only two trains per week being 


DOUG MACKECHNIE 


scheduled on this branch, all level crossings on the 
Ouyen Highway are protected by bells and flashing 
lights. Underbool and Murrayville are the only towns 
of size on the line, although Cowangie generates the 
most business for V/Line. Only Murrayville has its ori- 
ginal station building standing, and then only just; one 
imagines the next dust storm could demolish it. Pinna- 
roo, whilst a sizeable town, has a large empty yard with 
rusting rails and silos, a superphosphate depot and a 
large old goods shed. 

On the return journey some time was spent at Cow- 
angie watching gypsum loading. Empty rail trucks are 
placed on the siding alongside loading ramps where 
dump trucks, arriving at regular intervals, reverse and 
tip gypsum into the wagon directly below. When filled, 
the rail truck below the ramp is run by gravity further 
down the siding and the next empty truck rolled into its 
place. It takes about 1'4 hours to fill one wagon, with 
trains departing on Wednesdays and Fridays, after 
further empty wagons have been placed. Back at 
Ouyen A62 brought the Sunraysia in 20 minutes late, 
while T408 had made up the branch line train for the 
next day: one superphosphate wagon for Murrayville, 
seven empty gypsum trucks and three VHMYs of bal- 
last. Nothing further was happening that day, so an 
early night followed. Before sunrise next morning, 
Ouyen was left behind — destination Kulwin. 


Robinvale — a deserted yard and an uncertain future. Mon.14.3.90. 
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Loading gypsum at Cowangie. Tues.15.3.90. 


When Wal Larsen visited Kulwin in 1933 the only 
building in the ‘town’ was a pub; the store, (‘half the 
town’) had been burnt down a few weeks earlier. Today 
this remote railhead is surrounded by Mallee scrub and 
consists of twin silos and nothing more — human habi- 
tation seems non-existent. A dirt track follows the rail- 
way towards Mittyack and scrub gives way to vast tracts 
of grain land. A succession of back roads via Nandaly 
and Nyarrin leads one to Sea Lake, where a still 
attended station overlooks a barren yard. At Berriwil- 
lock a large and immaculately kept wheat terminal 
(with lawn surrounds no less) dominates the land- 
scape, while at Wycheproof, silos and station occupy 
opposite ends of the town. Sadly Charlton has a station 
building slowly decaying, half a footbridge still stand- 
ing, and a Pivot depot and flour mill siding where a row 
of VHGFs stood, suggesting rail still has an active life 
in this town. Korong Vale is now merely a junction 
with a couple of V/Line administrative buildings, all 
signs of the former platform and station having been 
obliterated. 

So I returned home after having covered 2600 kilo- 
metres in three days. During that time I saw only one 
train, and just three of the branch line yards contained 
any traffic. How greatly these unique tentacles of the 
V/Line system rely on grain for their survival, and what 
a tragedy it would be if the dozens of tiny settlements 
clinging to the iron highway ever lost their rail links in 
the name of progress. 
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Below: Kulwin — the end of the line at the end of the earth. 
(All photos Doug MacKechnie) 


The Port of Wahgunyah 


River steamers commenced operations in Victoria in 
1853 and the first railway was opened in 1854. The rail- 
ways determined the fortunes of the river ports. 


The first paddlesteamer to reach Albury arrived 
there in 1855. John Foord founded the port of Wah- 
gunyah in 1856. Wahgunyah was close to the goldfields 
of Beechworth and Rutherglen. Upstream of Wah- 
gunyah the River Murray was difficult to navigate. 
Sandbanks and fallen trees blocked the way for the 
steamers when the river was low. Most of the clearing 
of the Murray which had been done in the 1850s had 
taken place downstream of Wahgunyah. Wahgunyah 
was the main river port on the Victorian side of the 
Murray River. John Foord, George Sunderland Smith 
and David Banks based their boats at Wahgunyah, 
bringing cargoes from Goolwa. Smith and Harris, 
storekeepers of Rutherglen, chartered the brig Centaur 
to carry the goods they purchased in Melbourne to Port 
Elliot, in South Australia. The Lady Daly then brought 
them upstream to Wahgunyah. This took 6 weeks 
and cost about £10 per ton. This supply route was com- 
petitive in price and delivery time with the service pro- 
vided by the teams using the unformed tracks to the 
goldfields. In a report, issued by the Department of 
Trade and Customs in 1861, Wahgunyah was the only 
river port listed. The report stated that goods to the 
value of £36,584 had been exported through the Port of 
Wahgunyah in 1860. In the same year the value of the 
imports was £46,360. 


Without a railway, Echuca was of little importance 
to the river trade. Steamers bound for Wahgunyah 
called to discharge a few tons of cargo on their way. 
Echuca was too far from the goldfields of Bendigo and 
Heathcote for goods to come by river for onward carri- 
age to these places. The railway reached Echuca in 
1864. Echuca became Victoria’s second largest port. 


Commissioner's Visit 


The annual visit of the Chief Commissioner was an 
occasion of great importance to country railway 
stations. Everything possible would be done to en- 
sure that all went smoothly. Rarely would the Chief 
Commissioner’s train be involved in incidents which 
caused delays on two consecutive days, which hap- 
pened during a visit to Echuca and the NSW branch 
lines. 


The first incident occurred when the up train from 
Balranald on Monday 30 September, 1935, was 
involved in a mishap, which delayed Mr Clapp’s train at 
Caldwell for two hours. The Commissioner’s train 
then completed its journey to Balranald, proceeding to 
Mathoura that night. 


The second incident occurred on 1 October at 
Echuca. The Chief Commissioner, on return from 
Deniliquin, had met deputations at Moama and 
Echuca. The main item in Moama concerned trucking 
yards. In Echuca it was the use of railway land for sale 
yards, with trucking facilities. Eventually both 
obtained what they sought. In Echuca the matter 
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Wahgunyah also reaped the benefits. The time taken 
for goods from Melbourne to reach there was reduced 
to six days and the cost to £5.5.0 per ton. There was also 
a more comfortable way to travel from the north eas- 
tern goldfields to Melbourne, by paddlesteamer — 
cabin or steerage — to Echuca and then rail to Mel- 
bourne. The combined fare was £7.10.0. (£1 a week and 
keep was then a good wage, and full board 16/- a week, 
so the better off would take the steamer plus rail 
option.) By 1865 some 27 steamers were engaged in the 
Upper Murray trade from Echuca, Wahgunyah 
remaining the main upper river port. The upstream 
journey was not always completed without mishap. 
Men were lost overboard, steamers caught fire and 
snags put holes in boats and barges. In 1866 the Lady 
Darling sank three times going from Echuca to Albury. 
To show that this was not so difficult to do, the Corowa 
repeated the ‘feat’ on her maiden voyage, also upriver. 


The railway reached Wodonga in 1873. Trains were 
faster and safer and did not depend on river levels, so 
the North Eastern line took the transport of passengers 
and goods from the river. In 1879 only two steamers 
entered and were cleared from the Port of Wahgunyah, 
carrying only 584 tons of cargo. In 1881 only one 
steamer entered that port, carrying a mere 80 tons of 
cargo. From Echuca few steamers passed further 
upstream than Tocumwal. 


Wahgunyah was the first of the important river ports 
to be closed because of loss of its traffic to the railways. 


References: 

McGivern, Big Camp Wahgunyah. 

Lloyd, Rutherglen. 

Burton, Flow Gently Past. 

Priestly, Echuca — A Centenary History. 

Reports of the Department of Trade and Customs, 1861, 1880 
and 1882. 
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of road transports carrying river-borne wool to 
Melbourne was brought up. The wool was transhipped 
from the river steamer to road transport on the Moama 
side of the river — Section 92 again. This movement of 
wool never developed to any degree. On leaving 
Echuca the Commissioner’s train, an A2 and two cars, 
collided with a semi-trailer at the Murray Valley High- 
way level crossing, less than a mile from the station. No 
one was injured in the collision, but the semi-trailer 
was wrecked. Its load was strewn along the line. The 
Commissioner’s train continued on its journey to 
Elmore when Mr Clapp had found that the driver of the 
transport had not been injured. The transport was deli- 
vering goods brought from Melbourne to Echuca busi- 
nesses, in competition with the railway. Mr T H Mad- 
dern, the district superintendent, who had remained at 
Echuca, inquired into the incident. 

The press reports do not mention the station- 
masters. For them such a run of incidents would be 
such as nightmares are made of, and they would pray 
that from things which go bump into Commissioners’ 
trains, the good Lord deliver them. 
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Above: BL32-C507-C509 climb out of Bacchus Marsh at 
15 05 with No.9150 up goods from Adelaide on Sat.19.8.89. 
(Graham Withers) 


Below: After its overnight trek from Mt Gambier, No.9192, 
hauled by 701-1395, arrives at Tottenham Yard. 08 17, 
Sat.6.1.90. (Bryce Leydon) 


V/Line’s Freight Rollingstock Fleet 


BOGIE WAGONS 


Number Variation 
on Reg. from 


The short item below is an update to the freight 
rollingstock article which appeared on page 330 of the 
November 1989 Newsrail. 


FOUR WHEEL WAGONS Class 1.1.90 1.7.89 Remarks 
Number Variation VBAX/Y/F 18 -2 
on Reg. from VBBX/F 129 - 

Class 1.1.90 1.7.89 Remarks VBCW 40 = 

VCCX 30 = 

B 1 “1 VCSX 88 = 

G 45 -138 VCVX 8 = 

GH - -125 class defunct VDSF 2 _ 

GY 42 -178 VFAA 2 = 

GR l - VFBF 4 = 

HD 63 -15 VFEX/FX 5 = 

HR 15 - VFGA 4 _ 

HZ 3 -23 VFHA 2 = 

K 1 — VFJX 12 _ 

KMQ 91 -106 VFKX 53 _ 

L 12 —- VFLX 9 a 

M 5 — VFMX 13 _ 

P 4 s VFNX 50 _ 

RY 1 -2 VFRX 6 - 

T 4 — VFTX/F 18 - 

U 1 - VHAF 10 - 

WA 1 - VHCX 98 - 

WT 4 - VHDX 10 - 

Tanks — fuel 2 — VHEF 47 _ 

Tanks — water 6 -4 VHFF 10 = 

VHGF/X/Y 630 = 

GH wagons were the only group to become extinct, WHJA 10 - 

although most of the remainder are out of service. WHMY/F 2 -14 being recoded 


Only G, GY, KMQ and HZ wagons are in use. 


to VZMF 


Once a common sight, but now gone forever with the withdrawal of the last GH wagons, B83 hauls a rake of GHs 
out of Emu at 16 53 on Mon.30.11.87. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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Although four P vans still remain on the books they are rarely used these days. (Frank Cross) 


Number Variation 


on Reg. from 
1.1.90 1.7.89 

8 -3 
25 — 
13 — 
35 _ 
34 — 
50 _ 
4] — 
611 -12 
20 = 
216 - 
25 — 
18 - 
35 -14 
18 +14 
2 = 

3 = 
97 -15 
160 -l 
276 = 
26 +17 
4] -3 
158 - 
12 -5 
4 +4 
503 — 
75 - 
1 +1 
80 -4 


Remarks 


lime, new class 


three pack, first 

of new design 
further conversions 
to VQFY(?) 


Number Variation 


on Reg. 
Class 1.1.90 
VQFY 53 
VQGX 16 
VQLX 110 
VQPW 1 
VSAY 2 
VSBY 3 
VWAA 7 
VWCEF 1 
HD - 
HR - 
MBY _ 
VZ 271 
VTIBA/X/F 78 
VTGX 3 
VTHX 14 


VTQA/F/ X/Z 
Ww 6 


from 
1.7.89 Remarks 
+4 
-l 
-1 
-5 surplus to 
requirements 
from 10.2.90 with 
removal 
of motorail from 
S.g. pass. 


+31 recodings from 
traffic groups 


TOTALS 4853* 


+6* 


*These figures are V/Line figures which, because of a 
discrepancy in recording, are not equal to the sum 
of numbers for each class. 
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A66, decked out in its ‘Olympic’s’ livery, leads X38 and 
X39 through Pascoe Vale with the 08 10 down Albury 
Pass. on Sat.23.12.89. (John Dare) 
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General News 


Fares: For some time now, V/Line have offered a 
range of fares designed to save travellers’ money. It is 
appropriate to give some of those fares here. 


Super Savers: Regional super savers offer a 40% dis- 
count for travel on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thurs- 
days economy only. For instance, you may pay $41.20 
economy return for a journey between Melbourne and 
Warrnambool on a Monday, but a super saver would 
cost only $24.70. 


Midweek savers: For $26 economy and $37 first class 
you may have unlimited travel from Tuesdays to 
Thursdays in the inner area which is bounded by South 
Geelong, Ballarat, Daylesford, Bendigo, Seymour, 
Traralgon and Leongatha. For $42 economy and $59 
first class you may have unlimited travel from Tues- 
days to Thursdays in the outer area, which extends to 
the NSW and SA borders. Midweek savers are for 
adults only. 


Victoria Pass: For the low price of $99 you can travel as 
often as you like, first class for two weeks anywhere in 
Victoria serviced by the statewide V/Line rail and bus 
network. This would have to be a favourite for train 
enthusiasts to enjoy their hobby at a reasonable charge. 


The savers listed above are only a few of the many 
available and it is worth a visit to your local station or 
booking agent to check them out. It is also advisable to 
confirm prices and conditions as they may change 
without notice. 


Following on from this, on occasions V/Line offer 
very low return fares. Such was the case during the 
period Tues.12.2 to Thurs.5.4. These fares were off 
peak day return and available on Tuesdays, Wednes- 
days and Thursdays only. 


Fares were — 
Warrnambool to Geelong and return $15.00. 
Melbourne to Bendigo and return $7.00. 
Cobram to Shepparton and return $3.00. 
Melbourne to Ballarat and return $5.00 
Bairnsdale to Traralgon and return $10.00. 


Diesel railcar work: Component work on the new 
generation diesel railcars for country and outer-subur- 
ban services is expected to be carried out at the Ballarat 
workshops according to a statement released recently 
by the Transport Minister. The state government had 
approved the purchase of 24 light diesel railcars similar 
to ones in use overseas and the successful tenderer was 
expected to be announced by the end of February. The 


X43-H4 power out of St Arnaud with the down ‘Fruitie’ at 08 51 on Sat.25.11.89. (Graham Withers) 
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Minister stated that it was hoped to have the first 
of these railcars operating by the end of 1991 and that 
their introduction would relieve overcrowding on com- 
muter services to Geelong, Ballarat, Bendigo, Kyne- 
ton, Bacchus Marsh and Sunbury. 


Threat to XPT: With at least two years before XPTs run 
in regular service in this state, Victorian rail unions 
have already vowed to oppose state government plans 
to replace the overnight Melbourne/Sydney Express 
with the XPT. The AFULP’s secretary said his union 
and the ARU would fight any moves to do away with 
sleeper services. If sleeper services are replaced then 
travellers who don’t want to sit up all night will not 
have any alternative, Mr Hussey said recently. We wel- 
come the extension of the XPT to Melbourne but it 
could be used to tackle the extra rail market instead of 
replacing a popular service, he went on to say. 


Comeng sold: Australian National Industries has sold 
the Victorian assets within its Comeng Holdings 
division to the Swiss/ Swedish owned ASEA Brown 
Boveri for close to $70 million. ASEA, the world’s 
biggest electrical engineering group, with annual Aus- 
tralian sales of more than $900 million, will buy the 
entire Victorian business, which consists mainly of a 
manufacturing facility in Dandenong which will make 
ASEA the leading railway rollingstock manufacturer in 
Australia. 


Cancelled: The operation of special passenger trains to 
Mt Gambier on Fri.23.3 to convey participants in a bike 
ride from that point to Melbourne has been lost to road 
transport. It is believed that Australian National 
required an exorbitant amount to man Mt Gambier 
station on the Saturday. 


One man operation: During early March tests were 
being carried out in the Portland and Warrnambool 
areas for one man crewing of locomotives. It is 
believed that only goods trains will be affected at this 
stage. 


Upfield line continued: Planning of the conversion of 
the Upfield line continues. The Ministry of Transport 
during February announced that a two person panel 
would look into the introduction of the Upfield light 
rail line. The panel’s terms of reference were ‘broadly 
to advise the government of the transport, social, com- 
mercial development and environmental impacts of 
the implementation of the light rail plans and related 
transport changes’. The consultative process was to 
continue to March. Opponents called for a completely 
independent review panel. 


VET enquiry: Submissions to the Victorian govern- 
ment’s enquiry into the impact of the proposed Very 
Fast Train have seen differing reactions reported in 
various newspapers. Keilor and Essendon councils 
strongly supported the proposed Hume route. The 
City of Melbourne also gave strong support to the pro- 
posal, while the City of St Kilda was reported to be 
somewhat aghast at the possibility of the coastal route 
passing through its municipality. The project’s chief 
executive was reported saying in the Age that the 
Hume route had an 11% economic disadvantage over 
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the coastal route because of the lower projected usage. 
He said that the full feasibility study would not be 
finished before next year, and criticised conservation 
groups who refused to acknowledge that there could be 
solutions to the environmental problems a train might 
cause. The ARU called for an enquiry into all aspects of 
the VFT and alternatives, and told the panel it was a 
‘calamity’ that options for the upgrading of the existing 
Melbourne to Sydney rail corridor had not even been 
examined by federal or state governments. 


Interstate fare increase: From Thurs.1.3, interstate 
fares were increased nominally. For example, first class 
sleepers are now $130 between Melbourne and Ade- 
laide (previously $115) and $166 between Melbourne 
and Sydney (previously $148). The new first class fare 
on the Indian Pacific is now $835, which includes sleep- 
pes berth for three nights and all meals (previously 
780). 


Economy sitting fares between Melbourne and 
Sydney are now $80 ($75), and between Melbourne 
and Adelaide are $39 ($35).The sitting car fare between 
Adelaide and Perth is now $150 ($125). The economy 
carriages on this route are particularly spacious and 
comfortable, with buffet and even shower facilities. 
Advance purchase Caper fares are available on most 
routes — a first class Caper sleeper for example costs 
only $116 between Melbourne and Sydney, and $91 
between Adelaide and Melbourne. Economy Caper 
sitting passengers pay only $56 between Melbourne 
and Sydney and $60 between Sydney and Brisbane. 


Union report on freight costs: The freight industry 
could save $59 million a year by switching Melbourne - 
Sydney road freight to the rail system according to a 
report prepared recently by the AFULE. According to 
the report, one train hauled by three locos can carry 
3000 tonnes between Melbourne and Sydney. But it 
would take more than 80 semi-trailers to handle the 
job. ‘Use of rail in this example would save 17 000 litres 
of diesel fuel’. More than 4000 semi-trailers ply the 
Hume corridor each day, the report says: ‘So, switch- 
ing 2000 semi-trailers with 30 tonne (net) loads, to 20 
train loads of 3000 tonnes each, would save 340 000 
litres of fuel, or about $170 000 per day (at 50c a litre for 
diesel).’ 


The report also said that the potential savings would 
be $90 million a year if half the road freight to Adelaide 
was also re-routed to rail. The report went on to say 
that there was no doubt more long term support would 
be required from the state government before this was 
a reality. 


Vandals rampage: Hundreds of train windows were 
smashed, seats slashed and carriages spray painted dur- 
ing a night of vandalism on the suburban system on 
Fri.2.3. The vandalism blitz started after the Moomba 
fireworks display when drunken youths, many armed 
with rocks and sticks, bombarded moving trains and 
carriages stabled in the Jolimont yards. The spree con- 
tinued on Sat.3.3 with 31 trains vandalised and late on 
the night of Sun.4.3 another eight trains were 
damaged. The spree of violence has caused transit 
police, who say their force is undermanned, to admit 
they are losing the fight against vandals. 
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GENERAL 


Freight train working: The third in our series of autho- 
rised train working as per the Master Train Plan. 


9148: (No.731) ex Islington on Mon.-Fri. Super- 
freighter. Conveys high speed container wagons 
only (maximum 35). Contrans wagons marshalled 
on loco. Conveys car wagons Mon. and Wed. to 
Dynon. 


9149: (Mon.-Sat.) to Dry Creek. Overflow loading. 
Containers ex dock. Vans ex agents. WA, Alice 
Springs, Port Adelaide and Mile End loading in 
blocks. 


9150: (No.751) ex Dry Creek Mon.-Sat. Conveys gener- 
al and container wagons. Marshalled loco, docks 
traffic in terminal blocks with Dynon loading trail- 
ing. 

9155: Tues.-Fri. General loading ex Melbourne Yard 
and Tottenham Yard - terminates Ballarat. Conveys 
loading for Robinvale, Boort, Quambatook, Ultima, 
Bridgewater, on Tuesdays and Thursdays (connect 
1155 at Ballarat). Conveys loading for St Amaud and 
Donald Tues.-Fri. (connect 1155 at Ballarat). Gener- 
al loading for Ballarat. Conveys freightgate loading 
for Ballarat and Maryborough. 


9167: (Tues. and Thurs.) connect 07 10 ex Long Island 
to Port Adelaide steel. 


9169: Ex bogie exchange. Clear Tottenham Yard 
(Mon.-Sat.) via Cressy. Bogie wagons only (maxi- 
mum 65 vehicles). Vans ex Westall, Brooklyn, Shep- 
parton, Maryvale, Wodonga. Steel and empty slab 
wagons ex Long Island. Empty wagons. Containers 
ex Brooklyn. Wire ex Geelong. Empty bitumen ex 
Paisley to Port Stanvac. All interstate loading for 
Adelaide, Alice Springs and WA. Note: Empty and 
loaded vehicles of less than 28 tonnes gross to be 
marshalled in the rear 2600 tonne portion of the 
train. 


9171: (Sat.) Carryover of dock loading and loading ex 
Dynon to Dry Creek. 


9174: (Mon.-Thurs.) Conveys general loading, empty 
V/Line oil wagons ex Ballarat to Melbourne Yard, 
shunts at Tottenham Yard. Conveys freightgate 
loading ex Ballarat. 

9191: (Mon. Wed. Thurs.) Conveys general loading to 
Portland. Mt Gambier and western region, detach 
only at Maroona. 

9192: Conveys general loading ex Mt Gambier to Port- 
land. Attach loading at Portland thence to Totten- 
ham Yard. 

9193: (Mon. and Thurs.) Convey general loading to 
Portland, Mt Gambier and western region, detach 
only at Maroona. Conveys briquettes for Snuggery. 

9213: (Mon.) Block oil — Brooklyn to Corio. 

9220: (Mon.-Fri.) Conveys empty cement wagons only 
— Arden Street to Fyansford. 

9221: Empty block cement - Arden Street to Fyansford. 


9224: Block oil train — Conveys empty oil tankers ex 
Wodonga to Corio. 
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SOUTH WEST 


Warrnambool sightings: The big news from this part of 
the state during January was the increasing use of X 
class locos on passenger services. Notable sightings 
during the month were as follows — 


Thurs.4.1, X52-X53-T401-T404 on 2497 goods. 

Fri.5.1, X53-X52 on 2496 goods. 

Fri.19.1, X34-D310-BN5-BRNS5S0-ACN6 on 8221 down 
pass, X34-D327-D318-ACN6-BRNS50-BNS5 on 8256 
up pass. 

Mon.22.1, X34 on 8235 down pass arrived at 16 05, X34 
on 8286 up pass departed at 17 35. 

Wed.24.1, X32 on 8235 down pass arrived at 16 09, X32 
on 8286 up pass departed at 17 35. 


Fri.26.1, X33 on 8265 down pass arrived at 21 28. 

Sat.27.1, $310-S306 ran 8221 down and 8256 up pass’s, 
A62-X32 on 8265 down pass arrived at 21 32. 

Fri.2.2, N464 on 8265 down pass departed Spencer 
Street and arrived at Warrnambool at 21 22. 


700s on passenger trains: On Sat.3.3, The 10 30 up Gee- 
long was hauled by N459-706 (dead attached). 706 
returned to Adelaide that night on the 15 50 down 
superfreighter behind BL32. On the same day the 19 00 
down Geelong pass was hauled by X36-702-X32. 


17 41 South Geelong pass.: This train is usually run by 
an X solo although recently it has been hauled by the 
following locos; Tues.6.3, S301-B75. Tues.13.3, B76. 
Tues.20.3, X35-X47. 


Fyansford cement train: The 09 00 Tottenham Yard to 
Fyansford cement train has been re-scheduled to 
depart Tottenham Yard at 07 05. On Fri.16.3 it was 
hauled by B65, and had superphosphate wagons 
behind the cement wagons. 


NORTH 


Stalled: Tues.6.3 provided some interest at the site of 
the bank on the down side of Eaglehawk station. H5 on 
9014 up goods from Korong Vale stalled at 19 17 just 
before 9080 up Swan Hill goods was due. 9080 behind 
G540-T380-T401 duly arrived at the signal at 19 32. HS 
was detached from its train and ran forward; the signal 
protecting the Swan Hill line was set at proceed and 
G540-T380-T401 were detached from their train and 
ran forward. T401 was detached and reversed back to 
9014, G540-T380 then reversed back to 9080. H5 was 
re-attached to 9014 and H5-T40] then tried to lift their 
train. HS-T401 both stalled during the first attempt, and 
after re-starting both locos finally moved off at 19 50. 
G540-T380 on 9080 goods waited for line clear and 
departed at 20 02. As there are no crossing facilities at 
Eaglehawk now,and the double line between North 
Bendigo and Bendigo has been singled, the down Swan 
Hill pass had to wait at Bendigo station greatly delaying 
this train. 


Bendigo news: Multi unit power out of Bendigo on 
goods trains for the run to Melbourne continues with 
both mainline and branchline units being utilised. Pas- 
senger trains lately seem to be the preserve of N, A and 
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1390-1397 depart Maryborough on No.1155 down goods on Fri.20.4.90 with SRANSW hoppers to be loaded with 
barley at Dunolly to be railed to Sydney. (Graham Withers) 


X class locos. On Sun.4.3 the 16 10 (8085) pass had 
A66-P17, while the up Swan Hill pass (8088) used 
N469-X43. On Tues.6.3, X38-T379- H5-P18 ran 9064 up 
goods and N471-T401- T380 ran 9080 goods south. 
On Fri.23.3 the 17 45 down Swan Hill was hauled by 
A717, seen passing through Eaglehawk at 21 20 running 
very late. The reason is believed to have been a point 
failure at Sydenham. 
Kyneton passenger trains: During January, February 
and March there has been plenty of variety in motive 
power on commuter trains running to Kyneton and 
Sunbury. The bulk of the services have been hauled by 
P class locos as normal, but B class locos have featured 
on a number of occasions. 
Sat.20.1, All Kyneton terminating services were 
operated by B76. 
Sat.27.1, All Kyneton terminating services were 
operated by B80. 
me 8011 and 8054 Kyneton services operated by 
Bél 


Tues.6.2, The 17 30 (8056) Sunbury service operated by 
X36. 

Wed.7.2, The 17 30 (8056) Sunbury service operated by 
T408. 


Thurs.8.2, The 17 30 (8056) Sunbury service operated 
by X32. 

Sat.10.2, All Kyneton terminating services were 
operated by Bé6l. 

Mon.12.2, The 17 30 (8056) Sunbury service operated 
by B64. 

Tues.13.2, The 17 30 (8056) Sunbury service operated 
by X38. 

Wed.14.2, The 17 30 (8056) Sunbury service operated 
by T399. 
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oe The 17 30 (8056) Sunbury service operated by 
B64. 


Sat.17.2, All Kyneton terminating services were 
operated by B76. 

Tues.20.2, The 17 30 (8056) Sunbury service operated 
by X43. 

era The 17 30 (8056) Sunbury service operated by 


Sat.24.2 and Sat.3.3, All Kyneton terminating services 
on these days were operated by B76. 


Mon.5.3, The 17 30 (8056) Sunbury service operated by 
Bél. 

Wed.7.3, The 17 30 (8056) Sunbury service operated by 
A81. 


Sat.10.3, The 8011 and 8040 Kyneton services operated 
by Bél. 

Tues.13.3, The 17 30 (8056) Sunbury service operated 
by HS. This formed the 18 30 down Seymour. 

Fri.16 3, The 17 11 (8039) Kyneton service operated by 
B61-FSH21-PH451. 

Sat.17.3, All Kyneton terminating services were 
operated by B65. 


Echuca news: X and T class locos continue to pre- 
dominate on this branch line from Bendigo. Some 
sightings during March are listed. 

Thurs.1.3, T383 ran an up Deniliquin goods arriving at 
17 09, X31-T383 ran 9064 goods. 

Fri.2.3, T375 ran an up Deniliquin train, X36- T375 ran 
9064 goods from Echuca. 

Mon.5.3, T400 ran an up sleeper train leaving Echuca 
before 17 00, X34 ran 9064 goods to Bendigo depart- 
ing at 18 55. 

Tues.6.3, X35-T379 ran 9064 goods to Bendigo. 
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Fri.9.3, X34-T399 ran 9064 goods to Bendigo departing 
at 17 40. 

Wed.14.3, X44 ran a down and up train to Deniliquin, 
arriving on the up at Echuca at 14 35. 

Thurs.15.3, X33-T382 ran 9064 goods to Bendigo 
departing at 16 20. 


NORTH EAST 


Kyabram news: Trains to Kyabram ran on the follow- 
ing dates; all were switch trips from Toolamba. 


Tues.16.1, T396 

Tues.23.1, T381 (VR livery) 
Fri.2.2, T385 (VR livery) 
Thurs.8.2, T395 

Tues.13.2, T397. 

Tues.20.2, T400 

Fri.23.2, T393 

Tues.27.2, T406. 


Beveridge: On Mon.19.3, all passenger trains ceased 
stopping at this station. Only two trains each way (8319, 
8323, 8302 and 8304) stopped at this isolated station. 
The weekly passenger activity was monitored earlier in 
the year. 


8308 delay: The 06 05 (8308) up Cobram pass on 
Thurs.15.3 collided with an empty grain truck near 
Cobram. Locomotive A81 remained on the rails 
although it suffered bogie and some panel damage on 
the right hand side. The train was able to push back to 
Cobram where buses were arranged for passengers’ 
forward travel. After temporary repairs had been car- 
ried out A81 was observed returning to Melbourne 
behind T404-T381 on 9332 up Goulburn Valley goods 
on Mon.19.3. On Fri.23.3, 8308 was delayed once again 
when X44 failed at Shepparton. T393 was utilised from 
9365 down goods to haul the pass to Melbourne, 
observed at Mangalore running 40 minutes behind 
time. 


Special trains: On Sat.3.3, JS15-BCPL ran to Newport 
workshops and the railway museum to haul the veteran 
restored Tait train to Seymour. J515 arrived back at 


Seymour at 20 41 and passengers who travelled to Sey- 
mour behind JS515 in the Tait carriages returned to 
Broadmeadows in 58RM, departing at 21 07. 58RM 
arrived back at Seymour at 23 29. On Tues.13.3, T369 
ran a special Seymour - Somerton goods (9378), depart- 
ing at 10 18 and returning to Seymour on 9379 at 16 15. 
On Tues.20.3, R761 operated a Steamrail excursion to 
Seymour, arriving at 13 32 and departing on the up at 
16 44. 


Seymour bankers: Seymour still witnesses the time 
honoured practice of using bank engines to help heavy 
goods trains up the grade. Some instances noted early 
in March are as follows — 


Sat.3.3, 00 03 - 00 15, S312-T383 (T369-T407-Y171 
detached) on down Wodonga goods (9327). 

Wed.7.3, 01 30 - 01 53, S312-T387 (B76-Y118 detached) 
on down Wodonga goods (9327). 19 40, T371-T375 
on up Goulburn Valley goods (9332) exchanged for 
A8l. 


8302 pass.: There is still plenty of variety of locos on 
this early morning up pass from Seymour. Sightings 
during March are as follows — 

Thurs.1.3, T376. Fri.2.3, X53-T397. Mon.5.3, B76. 
Tues.6.3, N469-P17. Wed.7.3, B76-P17. Thurs.8.3, 
X38-T396. Fri.9.3, B76-T404. Tues.13.3, B76. 
Wed.14.3, X34. Thurs.15.3, 1400.  Fri.16.3, 
B61-T388-T406. Mon.19.3, B65. Tues.20.3, Bé6l. 
Wed.21.3, N463. Thurs.22.3, B65-S312. Fri.23.3, 
T407. Mon.26.3, B64. 


Mangalore sightings: Details of March’s action 

through Mangalore are as follows — 

Thurs.1.3, 01 46 S311-T408-(G543 dead) on down NE 
goods, 09 20 T379 on down Goulburn Valley rail 
recovery train, 12 10 - 13 24 T379 on up rail recovery 
train picking up rails at Mangalore, 14 41 N463-S311 
on up Albury pass. 

Fri.2.3, 21 14 X45 on down Albury pass. 

Sat.3.3, 08 48 A66-X45 on up Albury pass. 

Sun.4.3, 11 22 X33-A62 on down Albury pass, 19 16 
A62-X33 on up Albury pass 


P11 and dead X36 lead an up goods into Echuca at 17 38 on Tues.27.3.90. (Frank Sutton) 
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NEWSRAIL 


R761 staggers towards Big Hill Tunnel with the assistance of T388, after stalling on the grade from Ravenswood with 
the Easter Fair special to Bendigo on Mon.15.4.90.(Graham Withers) 


Mon.5.3, 08 40 N456-S310 on up Albury pass, 13 20 X43 
on down and 18 20 X43 on up Albury pass, 18 49 
N456-S301 on up Albury pass. 

Tues.6.3 N456-S301 on up Albury pass, 13 20 X34 on 
down and 18 15 X34 on up Albury pass, 23 20 
X46-T380-T392-G543 (dead attached) on up NE 
goods. 

Wed.7.3, 10 40 X38 on down and 15 40 X38 on up 
Cobram pass, 13 20 X33 on down and 18 18 X33 on up 
Albury pass. 

Thurs.8.3, 12 17 T400 up NE light engine, 22 49 
$300-S312 down NE block oil train. 

Fri.9.3, N474-S312 on up Albury pass, 13 27 X40 on 
down and 18 16 X40 on up Albury pass, 21 26 X31 on 
down Albury pass, 22 49 $301- S$311-Y171-Y118 on up 
NE goods. 

Sat.10.3, 18 22 X51-X40 on up Albury pass. 

Sun.11.3, 19 36 X41-X46 on down Albury pass. 


Mon.12.3, 08 42 X46 on up Albury pass, 13 25 X51-X47 
on down and 18 25 X47-X51 on up Albury pass. 
Thurs.15.3, 05 40 X36 on down Goulburn Valley block 
oil (normally 2xT), 08 41 N452-X45 on up Albury 

pass. 

Fri.16.3, 08 41 N452-X44 on up Albury pass, 09 42 X54 
on down Albury pass, 13 21 X33 on down Albury 
pass, 14 55 X34 on up Albury pass, 18 20 X33-X46 on 
up Albury pass, 18 40 T400-H5-T379 on up Goul- 
burn Valley goods, 19 45 X44 on down Cobram pass. 
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Sun.18.3, 11 20 X42-X51 on down Albury pass. 
Mon.19.3, 21 46 S300-S311 on up NE goods. 


Wed.21.3, 08 45 A77-X33-X43 on up Albury pass, 10 40 
X41 on down Cobram pass, 12 17 T388 on up Echuca 
sleeper special and return on the down at 13 45 for 
the NE. 


Thurs.22.3, 09 34 A60-S312 on down Albury pass, 14 50 
$312 on up Albury pass, 19 40 X44 on down Albury 
pass. 


Fri.23.3, 11 50 T388 on up NE sleeper special, and at 
12 30 on down Echuca sleeper special. 


Sat.24.3, 09 31 X44-N461 on down Albury pass, 18 25 
N461-X44 on up Albury pass. 


Sun.25.3, 11 20 X44-N461 on down Albury pass. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


Confusing times: Passenger rail services between Mel- 
bourne and Sydney were affected when NSW reverted 
to EST two weeks before Victoria. For the two weeks 
of differing time the Intercapital Daylight from Mel- 
bourne departed at 09 40 (DST) and was due to arrive 
in Sydney at 20 51 (EST) and the Sydney Express was 
timed to leave at 21 00 (DST) and arrive in Sydney at 
08 55 (EST). From Sydney, the Intercapital Daylight 
was scheduled to depart at 07 45 (EST) and arrive in 
Melbourne at 21 40 (DST) and the Melbourne Express 
scheduled to depart at 20 00 (EST) and arrive in 
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Melbourne at 10 00 (DST). During the two weeks, the 
Overland was scheduled to pick up at Sunshine those 
passengers travelling on the JIntercapital Daylight 
bound for Adelaide. 


422s banned: The operation of 422 class locos in Vic- 
toria has been banned because of lack of aircondition- 
ing in the cabs. However, on Fri.9.3, not long after the 
ban was imposed, 42206 was noted on the 20 10 (9665) 
down TNT block train. 


Vandalism: G524-G523 hauling the Sydney Express on 
Sun.11.2 shortly after departure struck rocks placed on 
the line. Minor damage was incurred to the leading 
loco. 


Mangalore sightings: Sightings during March are as 
follows, with a number of triple headed trains: 


Sat.3.3, 19 23 8171-G520-CS505 on an up goods, 
G518-8173 on the Sydney Express, 42216-42215 on a 
down goods. 


Sat.10.3, 02 25 G518-8175-G520 on a down goods. 
Mon.12.3, 17 11 G525-X37-T411 on down Ford car train. 
Sun.18.3, 21 35 G516-8178 on the Sydney Express. 


Wed.21.3, 12 49 X37-8177 on down Intercapital Day- 
light. 


EAST 


Eastern area news: The main eastern line has provided 
plenty of variety in motive power since the overhead 
was de-commissioned, whilst the Leongatha line 
seems to be the province of P and T class locos. On 
Sat.27.1 T409-T369 ran a down Korrumburra goods 
and on Sun.18.2 P21 powered 8488 up Leongatha pass 
and T374-T393 ran 9489 down goods. 

Sightings on the Bairnsdale line during February 
include the following — 


Mon.19.2, N458 on 8421 down Traralgon pass, N469 on 
8428 up Traralgon pass. 

Tues.20.2, N473 on 8410 up Traralgon pass at Yarragon 
at 07 28. 

Thurs.22.2, A71 on 8410 up Traralgon pass at Yarragon 
at 07 26. 

Fri.23.2, X33 on 9442 up Morwell briquette goods at 
Garfield at 10 17, X33 returned through Garfield at 12 
15 on 9441 down goods, N454 on 8428 up Traralgon 
pass at Garfield at 15 02. 

Mon.26.2, N458 on 8410 up Traralgon pass at Trafalgar 
at 07 23, B76 on 9427 down Morwell briquette train 
at Garfield at 15 10, N473 on 8428 up Traralgon pass 
at Garfield at 15 12. 


Tues.27.2, N472 on 8412 up Bairnsdale pass at Trafalgar 
at 08 23, N457 on 8420 up Traralgon pass, X43-B76 
on 8421 down Traralgon pass at Warragul at 17 40. 

Wed.28.2, H2 on a down goods at Garfield at 14 25, X41 
on 8415 down Sale pass at Garfield at 14 55, B76 on 
9427 Morwell briquette train at Garfield at 15 22. 


Inspection train: The V/Line board visited Bairnsdale 
on Tues.6 and Wed.7.3. The train, consisting of Goul- 
burn-SZ287-Norman, was attached to the 20 27 down 
Traralgon pass on Tues.6.3. The inspection train 
arrived back at Spencer Street on Wed.7.3 at 18 15 
behind N460. 
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Warragul news: Happenings from the Warragul area 
during March are as follows: 


* On Wed.28.2, afternoon trains were delayed by 
signal failures from Pakenham to Tynong. No.8421, 
the 15 45 down Traralgon stopped and then pro- 
ceeded with caution at every signal and time for the 
affected section was very long. Warragul arrival was 
22 minutes late, at 17 50. No.4069, the 16 28 down 
Warragul was 14 late at 18 15, No.4083, the 17 53 
down Warragul was only 4 late, and No.8431, the 18 
05 down Bairnsdale was admitted to the station 5 
late, so it appears that by then, the problems had 
been overcome. 


On Wed.14.3, with a stoppage of suburban trains 
between 10 00 and 16 00, No.4015, the 06 39 down 
Warragul was stabled and shut down in No.3 road 
after its 08 17 arrival, ready to be used as No.4072, the 
1625 up Warragul. Normally it forms No.4030, the 09 
19 up Warragul which did not run as a train. Empty 
cars ran through on the down at 12 10 — probably 
returning the cars from 8420 (due out of Warragul at 
09 32) to Traralgon from Nar Nar Goon, ready to run 
No.8428, the 13 55 up Traralgon. 


On Thurs.15.3, delays to down trains saw 8415 (13 33 
down Sale) 15 late at Warragul at 15 15, 4083 (17 53 
down Warragul 15 late at 19 40, and 8431 (18 05 down 
Bairnsdale) 11 late at 19 49. 


On Fri.16.3, 4083 was stabled over the weekend in 
No.2 road as trackwork in the former loop had not 
been completed. 


On Sat.17.3, 8431 the 18 05 down Bairnsdale came to 
a stand at a signal between Clayton and Westall, and 
was held for several minutes. The train had a good 
run to Warragul and was only 5 late on arrival. Then 
after travelling about 20 metres, the train was ‘red 
lighted’ by the conductor when a late passenger was 
sighted running down the ramp. That same evening, 
a party train arrived at Warragul at 21 05, T-BE- Mur- 
ray-CW (complete with party lights inside). The 
usual barbecue was held on the up platform and the 
former refreshment room was in use. 


* 


* 


* 


* 


METROPOLITAN 


Lineside at Tottenham: Once again time spent at Tot- 
tenham can be very rewarding for the enthusiast. Mel- 
bourne would be one of the very few places in Australia 
where three states’ locos can been seen on a daily basis. 
Thurs.15.3 was no exception. 


05 40: C506-C510 on 9170 Adelaide - Melbourne 
express goods. 


06 50: G526-BL32 on 9146 Adelaide - Melbourne 
superfreighter. 


07 10: 701-H1 On 9192 Mt Gambier - Melbourne goods. 
07 15: 8172-C504 on an up standard gauge goods. 
08 00: 8175-X37-T411 on an up standard gauge goods. 


08 30: BL35-702 on 9148 Adelaide - Melbourne super- 
freighter. 


08 45: B65 on 9243 Fyansford cement train. 
09 25: G518 on an up standard gauge goods. 


NEWSRAIL 


Y130-D329-greasing car (ex 446M) - D???-Y166, wait in the centre track at Ringwood to follow a down Belgrave 
‘spark’. The use of the two Y class was due to the former “Greaser” propulsion units (1470M and 1471M), being out of 
service and the replacement units, (converted Harris cars), not being ready yet. The D vans are used to match 
couplings as the “Greaser” is still fitted with link couplings. 21.3.90. (Vic Greensill) 


09 55: G523 on the down Jntercapital Daylight 
running to an altered schedule because of NSW’s 
decision to end daylight saving a fortnight before 
Victoria. 


10 35: 8166 on the Melbourne Express running to altered 
schedule as above. 


10 50: 8168 on an up standard gauge goods. 
11 40: 8175 on a down standard gauge goods. 


12 40: C507 on 9169 Melbourne - Adelaide express 
goods. 


13 00: X37-T411 on a down standard gauge goods. 
13 10: Y115 on a down ballast to Brooklyn. 


13 15: T407 on 9260 Shepparton - Corio block oil train. 
13 45: H1-701 on 9249 Melbourne - Geelong goods. 


13 50: C510-C506 on 9167 steel train to Adelaide (2 
hours late). 


14 00: 8172-C505 on a down standard gauge goods. 

14 50: 8173 on an up standard gauge goods. 

15 05: C509-C503 on 9150 Adelaide - Melbourne 
express goods. 

Labour day sightings: Observations made around the 

metropolitan area on Mon.12.3 are as follows — 

X39-X40 on the 08 25 down Dimboola seen at Spots- 
wood at 08 43. 
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X38-A66 on the 08 35 down Warrnambool seen at 
Spotswood at 08 52. 


X46 on the 06 20 up Albury at Moonee Ponds at 09 56. 


X51-X47 on the 12 00 down Albury seen at Newmarket 
at 12 09. ; 


$311-S301-A73 on the 13 08 down Traralgon seen at 
South Yarra at 13 23. 


X43 on the 14 00 down and 15 30 up Geelong. 


T375-P11 on the 17 00 down Geelong at Spencer Street 
at 17 00. 


AT1-X52-S313-X54-N465-N456 on the 17 20 down 
Traralgon. 


Coldstream goods: A correspondent has sent details of 
a sighting at Ringwood on Fri.16.3 which is interesting 
on two counts. Firstly it is the first train that this 
correspondent has seen to use the centre track at Ring- 
wood in the last five years and, secondly it was one of 
the few goods trains to operate to Coldstream recently. 
No goods trains ran to this destination between April 
1989 and January 1990. The consist of the train was 
T404-5xVOFX and it was sighted at 08 30. 


Overhead greasing: On Wed.21.3, observed travelling 
through Kensington station on the up was a train com- 
prising Y-D van-Overhead greasing car-D van-Y. The 
greasing car had its pantograph raised. 
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Rollingstock 


Rolling repairs: V/Line’s old method of freight wagon 
maintenance has been revolutionised. Traditionally 
wagons were taken out of service and sent to a depot 
when they needed repairing. Now the facilities are 
taken to the wagons and repairs are carried out on the 
spot. The star of a fleet of road vehicles for the job is a 
custom built FL10 Volvo truck with a rear lift crane. 
The truck is used to exchange bogies on wagons 
located in freight yards without the need for the 
wagons to be sent to a workshop. The crane is used to 
lift replacement bogies on and off the truck and to lift 
wagons to replace bogies. If the wagon is loaded, then 
jacks which are carried on the truck are used to lift the 
wagon. The truck and its equipment can also be used at 
derailments. 


3 Pack update: Further to Newsrail April 90, train 
spotters will notice over the next few months the intro- 
duction on the standard gauge of VQAW wagons, the 
initial five being constructed at Ballarat workshops. 
Known as the 3 Pack Wagon, the unorthodox design is 
very close to the hearts of V/Line Vehicle Engineering 
Design staff since it is the first wagon designed from 
the ground up in the last twenty years. 

Computer Aided Design and Drafting (CADD) was 
employed for the first time to develop the three- 
wagons-in-one concept. Built specifically for container 
traffic, each of the wagons has three platforms sup- 
ported on four bogies — the inner two bogies being 
common to the two adjacent platforms. The platforms 
themselves are joined by articulated connectors made 
under licence in Australia. 

The 3 Pack allows a reduction in costs over conven- 
tional wagons to be made, thus permitting greater pay- 
loads to be carried. With an overall length of 41.44 


metres and a loaded weight of 152 tonnes, the 3 Pack 
can carry one 40 ft. container or two 20 ft. containers on 
each platform. Provision has been made also for the 
handling of refrigerated containers with their refrigera- 
tion units attached. 

Designed to run at 115 km/h, with an axle load of 19 
tonnes, they will improve the competitive appeal of 
superfreighters. 


BS219: This carriage has been on the rails for 50 years, 
but now offering a new layout and a new number, the 
carriage’s 64 seats will help reduce the crowding on 
intrastate services. BS219 entered service in 1940 as car 
6BS after construction at Newport workshops. Twenty- 
two years later, in 1962 it was converted for use on the 
standard gauge line as a composite car with part sleep- 
ing and part sitting accommodation. It bore the 
number VAC2. 

Another twenty years went by, and in 1982 it was 
converted to a full sleeping car for use on the Vine- 
lander service. 

And so life goes on for the rejuvenated car, and pro- 
vides another highlight for train spotters. 


Y173: This loco was observed at Bendigo Loco on 
Sat.24.3 after arriving from Bendigo workshops on 
Fri.23.3. It has been repainted bright yellow and has 
had an amber flashing light fixed to the cab roof. It is 
believed that the loco has been sold to APM for its 
operation at Maryvale. 


STA 2101: A railcar from STA of SA is being repaired 
at Ballarat workshops. The railcar, 2101, sustained 
accident damage and the STA was unable to repair it. 
V/Line successfully tendered for the job. Work on the 
carriage was continuing during March. 


N452-N461 leave Spencer Street with an Albury pass. as Y135 waits in the background for the arrival of the Overland 
which was late because of the change to daylight saving, Sun.29.10.89. (Graham Withers) 


NEWSRAIL 


Works 


Warrnambool area: The Warrnambool to Dennington 
line was re-sleepered during December 1989. One in 
every five sleepers was replaced. It is believed that the 
last re-sleepering program on this part of the line was in 
the late 1960s. A new siding for container traffic has 
been laid about midway between the two points. The 
first recorded use of the siding occurred on Fri.16.3 
with three wagons being placed there mid-afternoon. 
The Terang railway yard was rationalised during Janu- 
ary. The down end plunger locked points were moved 
approximately 100 metres in the up direction. No.2 and 
3 roads were abolished. No.4 road is now the crossing 
loop and No.5 road is now a dead end siding. 


Bendigo: The rationisation of Bendigo continues. A 
number of new signal masts has been placed in loca- 
tion, the electrical wiring for the signals in the vicinity 
of the station has been laid and site works for the instal- 
lation of boom barriers at Williamson Street crossing 
are all but finished. It is expected that the panel con- 
trolling the Bendigo area will be operative in late May. 

At Eaglehawk all sidings have been lifted, leaving 
only the platform road; the signal box on the down end 
of the platform was carefully demolished and trans- 
ported to Sandhurst Town to be re-erected as an added 
attraction at this tourist park. 


Warrnambool turntable: Work is well under way on 
the installation of a turntable located 200 metres on the 
up side of the station. The turntable was obtained from 
Mornington and has been repaired and repainted and 
is now on the pivot. A number of local organisations, 
including the Warrnambool City Council, have been 
involved in the work. 


More bridges go: Two wooden railway bridges were 
recently removed and replaced with culverts. On the 
Bellarine Peninsula Railway, the largest bridge, near 
Mannerim, was replaced by two sets of culverts sal- 
vaged from the former Mortlake line. The Castlemaine 
and Maldon railway replaced a small bridge about two 
miles from Maldon. This was replaced by single culvert 
salvaged from the closed Shelbourne line. Both bridges 
had deteriorated to the point where major repairs were 
necessary. 


Rockbank - Melton signalling: The $1.3 million Rock- 
bank - Melton signalling project was completed in 
January by Signal Construction and sub-contractors 
BMK Engineering. The crossing loop at Rockbank is 
now controlled from Bacchus Marsh. New style can- 
tilevered signal structures designed by the Civil En- 
gineering group were used for the first time. They were 
built at Ballarat workshops. The new structures 
avoided the need for costly deviation of the tracks 
around central signal masts. The tracks weren’t far 
enough apart to allow the installation of normal signals 
between them. As part of the project, boom barriers 
have been installed at the Station Road crossing at 
Melton. 


Flinders Street: Consequent on the proposal to de- 
velop the air-rights above Flinders Street station plat- 
forms, it has been observed that during March all the 
colour light signals previously mounted at high level 
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throughout the area have been removed. Their places 
have been taken by colour light signals giving the same 
indications but mounted at ground level. These signals 
are of modular pattern and appear to be identical in 
form to the signals installed in the underground loop 
tunnels. Also, as part of this development project, start- 
ing from platforms 10 and 1] and from Mon.26.3 at plat- 
forms 6 and 7, RSJ columns are being set up in pairs 
along the platforms. These columns support RSJs 
across the tracks at a level not much above the existing 
overhead contact wires. No doubt that when all these 
structures have been erected the contact wires will be 
slung therefrom and the existing high level lattice 
girder structures will be removed to make way for the 
next stage of the development. 


Epping: The new stabling yards at Epping were 
officially opened on Thurs.15.3 by the Minister for 
Transport. The yards feature state of the art security 
with 24 hour surveillance and also have a drive-in train 
wash, overhead cranes capable of lifting carriages and a 
$3 million computer controlled signalling system. 
Fences around the perimeter are to be topped with 
tiger wire to discourage vandalism. 


Ballarat workshops: The car and paint shops at Ballarat 
workshops are being demolished as part of ongoing 
improvements to the plant. The work previously car- 
ried out in these shops has been moved ‘to another 
location at the workshops as part of locating all work 
under one roof. 


Alternative safeworking project: A new concept in 
tokenless safeworking with computer workstations in 
Centrol and in-cab display in locos is currently being 
developed. This will replace the current manual train 
orders and will facilitate the driver only concept (single 
man crews). 


Stage one, due September 1990, should see this 
introduced on the lines North Geelong - Warrenheip, 
North Ballarat - Maryborough, Maryborough - Yelta, 
Ouyen - Pinnaroo, Maryborough - Ararat and Marybo- 
rough - Castlemaine. 


Stage two, due October 1990, should see this intro- 
duced on the lines Gheringhap - Maroona, Ararat - 
Portland, Heywood - Mt Gambier and South Geelong - 
Warmambool. 


The new system will be introduced progressively 
throughout the state except in those areas controlled 
by CTC. 


WEEKLY NOTICES 


Ballarat: Ballarat C signal box. On Tues.6.3, single 
ended points A leading from the down Ararat line to 
the works depot siding were spiked normal. Lever A 
was sleeved normal. (WN 10/90) 


Coburg: On Fri.23.2, a lever lock was installed on the 
up home arrival signal post 47 (No.2 lever) at Coburg. 
This will prevent No.2 lever from being placed to its 
normal position until the signal restores itself to the 
stop position. (WN 9/90) 
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Gheringhap: On Tues.13.2, the following alterations 
took effect. 


1. The up distant signal Maroona line (Post 7) was 
converted to a two position home signal and will be 
operated by lever 4. 


2. The up two position home signal Maroona line 
(Post 6) was abolished. 


3. Lever 3 was abolished. 


4. A location board was provided 1000 metres in the 
rear of the new up home signal post 7. (WN 9/90) 


Macleod: On Fri.16.2, indication lights connected to 
the car siding security gates were provided on the signal 
control panel at Macleod. The following indications 
are displayed: 

Road Access Gate: 

Gate open to road traffic. No indication light displayed. 
Gate closed to road traffic. Red indication light 
displayed. 

Rail Access Gate: 

Gate open to rail traffic. Yellow indication light 
displayed. 

Gate secured closed to rail traffic. Red indication light 
displayed. 

Note: The operation of the rail access gate is indepen- 
dent of the interlocking so that it is possible for the 
appropriate signals to display a proceed aspect with the 
security gates in the closed position. 


The signalman, Macleod, is to ensure that the rail 
access gate is in the open position, prior to operating 
the respective fixed signal for a train to enter or depart 
from the car sidings. (WN 9/ 90) 


Sunshine - Bacchus Marsh: On Sun.21.1, the following 
alterations took effect: 


1. The Electric Staff system between Rockbank and 
Melton was replaced by the Automatic and Track 
Control system. 


2. The Centralised Traffic Control system between 
Deer Park West and Rockbank was replaced by the 
Automatic and Track Control system. 


3. Deer Park West is now treated as an attended 
crossing station. A blocking jack was provided on 
the Signal Control panel at Sunshine signal box to 
secure the home departure signals, posts 2/6 and 
2/18 at the stop positions, when necessary. 


4. At Rockbank the interlocked frame and signal posts 
7, 6, 5, 3, 2, 25 and 3/16 were abolished and replaced 
by three position light signals numbered 6, 10, 12, 30, 
32, and 26. Dual control point machines were 
provided at the up and down ends of the loop. The 
points and signals at Rockbank will be remotely 
controlled from Bacchus Marsh. 


5. At Melton the down distant signal post 1 was 
abolished. The down two position home signals on 
post 2 were converted to light signals. Signal post 3. 
was replaced by three position home signals. The 
down two position home signals on post 4 were 
converted to light signals and renumbered posts 16 
and 17. The up two position home signals on post 5 
were converted to light signals and renumbered 
post 6. A closing lever was provided for switching 
out through No. 1 track. I/luminated letter As were 
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provided on all home signals except those applying 
to/from No.2 track.: (WN 4/90) 


Woodend: On Wed.14.2, The following alterations 

took effect. 

1. The signals on posts 3B, 3C, 4, 4B, 5, 5B, 3, 7, 7B, 11 
and 11B were abolished. 

2. Points 10, 26, 27, 28 and 29 were abolished. 

3. Catch points 12, 13 and 31 were abolished. 


. Sidings A, B and C and tracks 1, 2 and 3 were 
abolished. 


5. (a) Points 9 (crossover down end of platform), 
points 20 (outer down end crossover) and points 
30 (turnout from down line toward loco roads) 
were converted to WSA lever operation and are 
secured by hand locking bar, pin and 4D 
padlocks. 

(b) A Hayes derail block was provided on the lead 
from the loco roads and is secured by a 4D 
padlock. 

(c) The keys to the points and derail block are kept 
in the stationmaster’s office. 


6. Levers 3 and 40 became pilot levers. 

7. Levers 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 
27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32 and 33 were sleeved normal. 
(WN 8/90) 


TENDERS 


Recent tenders called on behalf of V/Line and the Met 
include: 


* Dismantling, salvage, purchase and removal of 
specified V/Line railway sidings located in the nor- 
thern region of Victoria. 


* Supply and delivery of saloon window glass for 
Comeng trains for a two year period. 


* Purchase and removal of the following buildings and 
structures: Longwood station building, footbridge at 
Longwood, Longwood goods shed, B signal box at 
Seymour. 


* Construction of stand sites between Stratford and 
Bairnsdale. 


* Demolition and removal of goods shed at Broad- 
ford, excluding the bluestone platform coping and 
brick platform facing. 


* Design, manufacture, supply, delivery, installation, 
testing, commissioning and modification of the 
luggage handling conveyor system in the luggage 
hall at Spencer Street station. 

* Provision of security patrol services for trains stabled 
at metropolitan stations and sidings. 

* Supply, delivery and commissioning of three heavy 
duty 4-WD tractors for Bendigo, Ballarat and New- 
port workshops. 

* Purchase and clearance of unserviceable sleepers to 
be released from the standard gauge line between 
Wodonga and Alumatta Loop. 

* Manufacture, supply and delivery of fixed seating for 
BIH and BCH class saloon cars at Newport work- 
shops. 

* Manufacture, supply and delivery of seating fabric 
for passenger carriages. 


- 
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Preservation 


CASTLEMAINE AND MALDON RAILWAY 


A 27 span trestle bridge at 84 miles 53 chains 77 links 
has remained an obstacle to the re-opening of the 
length of line between Muckleford and Maldon. Last 
December, No.21 Construction Squadron moved into 
camp for two weeks at Muckleford and dismantled the 
decking and beams. 

During February and March this year, the army 
engineers dug out over 30 condemned piles, and 
replaced them with new piles from the Newstead and 
Majorca forests. 

Salvaged timber beams from Wakool, NSW, were 
purchased from V/Line, and during last September 
they were milled into shorter beams, crossheads and 
decking at Puckapunyal by No.91 Forestry Squadron. 
The army then transported the material from Puckapu- 
nyal to Muckleford. 

These salvaged timbers, along with good crossheads 
and beams from the original structure, were used in the 
reconstruction task. A number of the bolts from the 
original structure were salvaged, but more than a 
thousand new bolts and tie rods of various sizes were 
required. 


The army performed the task to a tight schedule as 
part of a training exercise, to assist a non profit com- 
munity project. V/Line provided a works foreman to 
give advice from time to time. The army completed the 
task on Wed.28.3 and K160 then steamed over the 
rebuilt bridge for the first time since it was moved from 
Castlemaine to Maldon on a low loader. 


Funding for materials has come from the Victorian 
Tourism Commission, and further assistance in pro- 
viding new timber came from the Conservation, 
Forests and Lands Department. 


The railway will not be ready immediately the bridge 
is completed, as some three kilometres of track will 
require sleeper renewals. The volunteer work force will 
be eager to renew sleepers as further funding becomes 
available, so that the bridge can be put into service as 
soon as possible. 


Walhalla: An ex VR NU louvre van now in private 
ownership has been placed at Walhalla station for 
static display. It is hoped to lay a short section of track 
to recreate the railway atmosphere. 


Soldiers from 21 Construction Squadron re-constructing the Muckleford trestle bridge. Fri.2.3.90. (Vance Findlay) 
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Taildisc 


UPFIELD LINE CONVERSION 


The Articles Editor disagrees strongly with the opinion 
expressed by the News Editor on page 89 of the March 
1990 Newsrail regarding the idea of tearing up the tram 
lines in Sydney Road. The Articles Editor would like to 
see both the North Coburg tram line and the Upfield 
heavy rail line retained, and believes there is a place for 
both. He thinks that a better partial solution to traffic 
congestion in Sydney Road than removing the trams 
would be to introduce very long and stringent parking 
bans on both sides of the road, but realises that such 
bans would be very unpopular with both local residents 
and local traders. The Articles Editor also realises that 
‘the present state government wishes to cut transport 
costs by removing all or part of one of two parallel 
transport routes which are very close to each other, as 
did the previous, Liberal, state government which 
proposed closing the Upfield rail line, retaining the 
North Coburg tram line and providing buses to Upfield 
to connect with the trams. 


The Articles Editor is willing to publish any further 
opinions, supporting either viewpoint, in ‘Taildisc’. 


READER’S QUESTIONS 


A former Victorian now living in Sydney has asked the 
following questions. Any replies received will be 
published in ‘Taildisc’. 


1. Is the Jolimont shunter 156M to be preserved by 
Elecrail? 

2. Why is not an approach made to the Sunshine and 
Williamstown councils and the transit authority to 
see if they can help with the electrification of the 
line between Sunshine and Newport? 

3. With regard to Mr Kennan’s wanting to convert the 
Upfield line to light rail and the existence of 
congestion at the Flinders Street end of Elizabeth 
Street, as this is a democratic society, was Mr 
Kennan’s proposal the will of the people? 


The electric staffs are exchanged at Buangor as 939-934- 
932-931 chug through on No.9171 express goods at 18 05, 
Sat.6.1.90. (Gavin McLaughlan) 


AN’S ROADRAILER 


On Thursday 8 February 1990, AN launched its new 
RoadRailer freight system. As its name suggests, a 
RoadRailer is a tray which can travel on aroad behind a 
prime mover, as well as on railway tracks. 

It is a step ahead of the current practice where a con- 
tainer must be lifted offa truck and onto a rail wagon or 
vice versa. With the RoadRailer the ‘semi’ simply 
drives its trailer onto the railway track, the prime mover 
is disconnected, the road wheels are retracted, a rail 
bogie permanently affixed to the trailer is lowered by 
air bags, the unit is connected to its train and it is 
hauled to its destination. At the other end, rail bogies 
are released, road wheels take the loads and prime 
movers haul the trailers off. 

Other benefits of the RoadRailer system are slack- 
less coupling, larger tare weights, lower centres of 
gravity, less damage to fragile goods and most of all 
presentation of one way of reducing truck traffic on our 
congested interstate highways. 

The first three units will have been tested on the 
Adelaide - Alice Springs route, before entering service 
about April. Whether Victoria sees these revolutionary 
RoadRailers will depend on how well they settle into 
the ‘Alice’ and onto the TAR route to Perth, and 
obstacles that separate state rail systems seem to find 
when a new idea is aired. 


n e road ‘n' ‘railer revolution Leip a RES 
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~SPRE ENGINE SHED 


I 

| 

| MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 

1 5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 

| Phone: (03) 890 7027 

l Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
I Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

| Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 


Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 


Z 
P. J. P, PRODUCTIONS ! 
l 
I 
I 


I 

| 

I 

| 

MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 

Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 


BRANCH _LINE 


J 

I 

YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAIL WAY 

| HOBBY CENTRE 

| 490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 

I OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 

i] CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 

! 

I 

J 

| 

I 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187 
Mon.-Thurs. 
10 am - 6.30 pm 
Magazines and Books 
| Good range always in stock 
} Direct Importers 


596 6342 


Friday Saturday 
10 am -9pm 9am-5pm 
New and Used Models 


THE 
RAILFAN 
SHOP 


Australia and overseas. 


SS 
os 


Australian, USA, UK | 
Bankcard welcome od 


A.R.HLS. 
RAILWAY 
MUSEUM 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays (except Christmas Day 
and Good Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m. 


Also school holidays — 
Wednesdays 1 - 4 p.m. 


Mid-week visits by arrangement: 
Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam Rides: 
Fourth Sunday of month — 
February to November 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


Transport House 
589 Collins Street 
Melbourne, Victoria 
Australia 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., 


Telephone 
03-619 4567 


from 


PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 
We stock e¢ Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales 


Powerline Models 

Replica Railways Authentic OO Gauge Models 

Roco Railways 

Lima Railways HO and OO scales 

Hornby Railways OO scale 

Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits 

Victorian Railway Memorabilia 


oS. mS 


X 


Fr 
2s 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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